
She is dressed in a black Acne dress, 
wearing a thick black scarf of her own 
design around her neck. Her only 
accessoriers are a thin golden thread 

ring and a simple golden necklace. But the 
first thing you notice are her pretty vintage 
inspired glasses. Mille exudes Danish style 
at its best, clean and simple but with a touch 
of her own. We meet in Kaffesalonen by the 
Copenhagen lakes. I order a latte, she prefers 
a cappuccino. 
Have you always wanted to be a fashion 
designer? She tells me she knew, she wanted 
to do something with clothes but it wasn’t until 
a tutor in sewing class pushed her to apply to 
design school that she actually realized she 
had the potential. “ She saw something in me, 
she thought I had great ideas. So I applied, 
got in and have never looked back”.
The menswear collection, Mille is currently 
developing for Berliner brand JenzGenau 

illustrates understated simplicity with vintage 
references made for an urban man who 
places great value on being welldresses“He is 
somewhere between 25 and 50 and probably 
works as an architect or art director”, she 
says. He appreciates high precision tailoring 
and natural materials of high quality”, she 
says. The collection, which  is launched 
during Berlin Fashion Week, will be presented 
in a low key style. “We will probably use a 
showroom rather than a catwalk show. It is 
more our style”.
Mille studied Fashion Design at Kolding 
School of Design for more than five years, with 
occasional stick offs to Berlin and London. 
While on exchange in Berlin for half a year, 
she worked at a company which she describes 
as “doing things the other way around”. “What 
they did was deciding on what fabrics they 
were going to use first and then drawing 
suitable models that would fit with these”. She 

She grew up on the Danish countryside with 
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“In Berlin, things can take different directions. It’s a melting pot of ideas 
and I feel much more inspired here.”
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spent the following year 
in Denmark, finishing her 
Master in Fashion Design, 
interning for Ann Hagen 
and participating in the 
Danish Designer’s Nest 
competition. 
The collection she 
prepared for Designer’s 
Nest- “the Elusive man”, 
drew on a soft colour 
palette, successfully 
illustrating the thoughtful, 
yet poetic nature of the 
Nordic man, winning her 
the first prize. “It definitely 
opened some doors. 
Suddenly I was being 
interviewed for all these 
magazines, it was weird. 
It can all happen very 
quick, if you seem a bit 
interesting to the media.” 
But she did not choose 
to stay in Denmark, she 
decided to move back to 
Berlin. Why? 
“I had to ask myself, should 
I take the safe choice 
and stay in Copenhagen 
or take a leap into the 
unknown? I chose the 
unknown. There was 
something else in Berlin 
that I felt could lead me 
in the right direction so I 
wouldn’t end up doing the 
same thing as everyone 
else”. There is that thing 
about Scandinavian 
fashion, it is original but 
people seem to be afraid 
to stick out, something 
possibly rooted in the 
long standing collectivistic 
culture and the need to fit 
in. 
Many of Mille’s friends 
envy her decision to 
move to Berlin but feel 
incapable of doing so 
themselves because of 

the comfort. “They have 
that nice apartment, the 
friends, the job. Some 
people just wouldn’t want 
to risk that”, she says. But  
not Mille. “Copenhagen 
meant stability for me, 
a city with wealth and 
money where people get 
everything served and 
lifestyle is written on the 
board. In Berlin in contrast, 
things can take different 
directions. It is a poor city, 
which had to start from 
scratch twenty years go. 
The underground here is 
much bigger and fashion 
is much more inspiring, 
much more mixed, not 

going in a single direction 
as in Copenhagen. It’s a 
melting pot of ideas.”
Through a chance 
encounter, she found her 
current employer, Jens 
Fanslau, a self-taught 
men’s fashion designer. 
After seeing his profile 
on a designer agency’s 
website, she felt his way 
of envisioning fashion felt 
right and contacted him. 
The rest is history. 
But Mille makes it very 
clear that she did not move 
to Berlin for the money. It 
was much rather a choice 
of following her intuition 
and natural curiosity. 
She now works longer 
hours and is paid much 
less than she would have 
been in Copenhagen. A 

typical day can start at 8 
am and end at 9 pm. But 
all this is weighed up by 
the creative stimulation 
and energy she gets from 
breathing the Berlin air. 
She mentions Coco 
Chanel, music and films 
as her main inspiration 
sources. Especially 50’s 
movies. “A lot of my 
inspiration comes from 
old films, she says. I get 
a feel of the atmosphere, 
the colours and then use 
that to create a mood, a 
general underlying theme 
for my collections. For 
example for one of my 
collections, I watched a lot 
of cowboy films, which led 
me to a shooting centre 
where I put bullet holes 
through a leather jacket 
to make it look more 
authentic. That was fun”.
Her next project is to 
develop a  womenswear 
line, the first ever. For 
the last three years she 
has only worked with 
menswear but suddenly 
she feels ready to translate 
the classic tailored look to 
what is going to become 
the JenzGenau woman. It 
will be a feminine look but 
with a masculine touch. 
The inspiration for it, I 
draw from myself.” 
We can’t wait.

www.millejensen.com
www.jenzgenau-tailoring.
blogspot.com
To buy online: www.arcademi.
com/jenzgenau

*Jens Fanslau is currently in 
the process of changing the 
brand name JENZGENAU to 
Jens Fanslau

“Once, I put bullet-
holes through a jack-

et to make it look 
more authentic”


